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Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled The Insatiable Moon is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The novel is a New Zealand publication, set in Auckland. It centres around the 
character of Arthur, a psychiatric patient who claims to be the second son of God. 
The novel contains social and religious themes of relevance to contemporary New 
Zealand. In determining the novel's classification, consideration was given to its 
treatment of matters of sex, violence, and offensive language. 

The novel contains frequent references to sex and sexual activity, and one extended 
passage describing sexual activity between the two main characters. In this passage, 
sexual activity is described in a manner that is alternately explicit and metaphoric. The 
passage is of central importance to the novel, illustrating the sexual and spiritual 
connections between the characters, and marking the culmination of the main 
character's mission to father a child. Given its narrative purpose, the intent of the 
scene is not to titillate the reader. The language used to describe the encounter is 
factual or metaphorical rather than salacious in tone. 

The publication contains reference to one character who has sexually molested 
children, focusing on his efforts to control his sexual desires for children. These 
sequences are inexplicit, and the character exhibits a clear sense that his sexual 
response is wrong (culminating in his committing suicide later in the narrative). 

The publication also contains one sequence that describes the infliction of serious 
physical harm. This scene is brief, and the description of the violence is inexplicit in 
nature. 

The publication contains offensive language, employed in dialogue between 
characters, or in their internal monologues. This use of offensive language feeds in to 
the broader use of the vernacular, intended to add realism and accessibility to the 
narrative. 

The contents of this publication are such that it is clearly directed towards a mature 
audience. Such an audience will be best equipped to comprehend the book's religious 
and social themes, as well as absorb its subject matter, including its treatment of 
sexual matters. However, it is not felt that injury to the public good is likely to result 
from the unrestricted availability of the publication. Accordingly, the publication has 
been classified as unrestricted. 
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